Town of Smyrna
Needs Assessment / Opportunities




1. Assessment of Parks and Recreation Needs and Indicators

STOWNof a. NRPA and Trust for Public Lands Parkscore™
I'T) b. Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation
LARDNER/KLEIN Plan (_SCOR!D) _ _
LANDSCAPE c. Questionnaire, Public and School Meetings
ARCHITECTS 2. Preliminary Options and Ideas

a. George Wright Municipal Park

b. Green Meadows Park

c. Lake Como Park

d. Mill Creek Park

e. Sunnyside Park and Bon Ayre Park
3. Next Steps

a. Draft Plan and Revised Concepts

b. Public Meeting #2

STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING AGENDA




Stiyrna

ELAWARE

Yearly, 3.5% (blank), 0.0%
Never, 7.3%

Daily,
10.0%

Monthly, 16.1%

Frequency of Park
Visits

Role:

e Refine vision and goals.

* Assess needs

* Set priorities

* Consider
implementation and
maintenance

* Help with public
engagement and
outreach to the
community.

MASTER PARKS PLAN STEERING COMMITTEE



Anticipated Schedule Month |

a) Data Gathering and Community Questionnaire Jan-Feb 2022

Inventory Existing Parks
Conduct a community questionnaire

b) Vision + Goals | Public Meeting #1 March 12, 2022

|dentify issues/challenges, needs, and opportunities and facilitate Schools Outreach (April)
brainstorming on how to address them

¢) Needs Assessment | Preliminary Vision, Goals and Strategies May-June 2022

Conceptual level diagrams illustrating program and discuss needs and
opportunities for each park or group of parks

d) Preliminary Findings | Public Meeting #2 Aug or Sept/ 2022
Review needs and concepts for each park or park group Schools Outreach (Sept)

e) Safe Routes to Parks Aug or Sept/ 2022
Review pedestrian and bicycle access and connectivity to parks

f) Draft and Final Plan Fall 2022

Review and revise draft and final plans and submit to Town for Council
action.



Municipsl

10. Greater Smyrra/Cayton Boys & Girts Oub
11. Groon Meadows Park*

12. Green Branch Trad*

13. Lake Como Park®

14. Mil Creek Park Open Space®

* indicaties Town of Sanyma Pack or Open Space

:

Parks, Floodplains, & Wetlanas T

&
[ o Town of Smyrna, DE ~
5 0 SMYINA Master Parks Plan Tememmema e I



EXISTING TOWN OF SMYRNA
PARK AND RECREATION FACILITIES

Town of Smyma
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OTHER
PARK AND RECREATION FACILITIES

Smyrna School District Facilities

Clayton
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Town Park

Private/Other
Recreation or
Naturzal Area

State Recreation or
Natural Area

h Kent County

schools

Delaware DFIRM 2.0
FEMA Flood Maps
A
AE
AE, FLOODWAY
AO
VE

X, 0.2 PCT ANNUAL
CHANCE FLOQD
HAZARD

Delaware Kent County
Parcels - Town of Smyrna

Kent County Parcels -
public land and HOA

Delaware Kent County
Parcels - HOA

Kent County Parcels - HOA

O




Legend
Buffer_of_Smyrna_Parks___usable_town_
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Pedestrian Trail

= Multi-Use Trail or Pathway
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Pedestrian Trail
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Pedestrian Trail

Multi-Use Trail or Pathway

Multi-Use Trail with Horseback
Riding

Pedestrian Trail with Horseback
Riding

Beach Vehicle Crossing

Del and Regional FHWA National
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PARK METRICS:
National Recreation and Park Association

BENCHMARK: Agency Summary Effectiveness Ratios Similar Park Smyrna Total Park
Smvrna has Systems Parkland and
P 4 P (Median) (planning  Recreation
ewer parks purposes) Use
iR e SMYRNA Park Acreage 99.99  252.03
people per
SMYRNA Parks 9 11
park than
comparable Acres of parks per 1,000 25 7.60 19.17
municipalities residents
Number of residents per park 941.2 1,461 1,195
Number of acres per park 25 11.11 22.91




PARK METRICS:
National Recreation and Park Association

Median residents per facility for comparable  # Of Smyrna Facilities  Residents per facility (based on US Census Est.

communities Pop. 2021)
a. Playgrounds 3,143 8 1,643.6
BE NCHMA RK : b. Tot lots 12,935 1 13,149.0
Smyrnc hcs c. Community gardens 14,896 0
mor d. Basketball courts 3,004 4 3,287
ore e. Multiuse courts -basketball, volleyball 10,006
plcygro Unds/ f. Tennis courts (outdoor only) 4,685
dicm ond fields g. Diamond fields: baseball - youth 2,200 6 2,192
h. Diamond fields: baseball - adult 9,013 2 6,574.5
cnd foo fbdll i. Diamond fields: softball fields - youth 18,026 3 4,383.0
fields than j. Diamond fields: softball fields - adult 18,026 3 4,383.0
bl k. Skate Park 23,531 1 13,149.0
compdrd e l. Dog park 23,531
municipalities m. ice rink (outdoor only)
buf fewer’ Wider' n. Rectangular fields: multi-purpose 9,013
recfcng UIGI" o. Rectangular fields: cricket field 18,026
. p. Rectangular fields: field hockey field
fields and . :
. d. Rectangular fields: football field 18,026 1 13,149.0
m Ulh -yuse CO UI’fS r. Rectangular fields: lacrosse field
s. Rectangular fields: soccer field - adult 3,934
t. Rectangular fields: soccer field - youth 6,187.3
u. Overlay field 11,765.5
v. Multipurpose synthetic field 5,882.8



Questionnaire: Activity away from Town?

4. What recreational activities do you participate in that you have to go elsewhere to do
(that are not available in Smyrna)?

Top Picks:
: 419
Walking
Latest Responses
Responses
Trails of all
e
49 respondents (12%) answered Walking for this question.
Dog Park Indoor swimming trail so my kids Trail wall
Glasgow park
Park in Smyrna rollers skating & DOG PAI
oy Walking
State parks | iving trails
f 9 bike trails .
itness trails skate park water parks
Oak Park trampoline

parks and rec park in Middletown



New uses

Top Picks:

Trails of all
kinds

Splash
Pad /Pool

Dog Park

in a large community park

baseball field

sand volleyball court Smyrna hlklng trall

big oak park wa L(—) I (J al !/ town of smyrna
~ ~l At -~ ~ rt+ v i N C
basketball court Kids
com hole eywing tennis Court ociwai

water activities Ehalla

. disc gO|f pOO| nature trail swim

__volleyball dog park mun.c.pa.'pa,? |
football fleld e

pickleball court t ra I | Rt b|ke tra” play area

community pool

splash pad :« 5 gomerfimdin

swimming poo| smallarea activitie:

large splash pad indoor pool



New uses in parks near my home

Top Picks:

Trails of all
kinds

Pool

Playground

playground equipment glasgow park
como beach area

blke tra” soccer field bon ayre minicibal Bark
rock climbing wall

publicpool  Dgsketball court
neighborhood ™= .
splathipad ALy SWINg S e
club house dog park benCh corn hole picnic area

baseball field p|ayg round vicnic table

water fountain trash can

i 500 trail

indoor pool

shaded area

monkey bar

small area activities

walking path swimming pool earkbench
bike path gymnastics bar

indoor track community garden



" Yes, if the splash Interest in Splash Pad

pad were close to
my home

m Yes, if there was a
larger more exciting
splash pad in one
central location

® No, nobody in my
household would use
a splash pad

Do you have children under
18 at home

B QOther

18




Interest in Dog Park

Slightly less 11. The introductory questionnaire this summer indicated strong interest in a dog park. If a
h half of new dog park were built at a central location in one of the larger existing parks or at a

than halr o new park, how likely would you use the dog park?

likely or

somewhat 200
IKelYy to use a Very likely 181 160
dOg pa rk Somewhat likely 107 140
120
Neither likely nor unlikely 29
100
Somewhat unlikely 27 80
60
Very unlikely 70
40
Very unlikely, | do not have a dog 187] 2 - -
0

[76% of

respondents

with dogs]

(=}




Community Design Workshop 3/12/22

10:00
10:30

11:40

12:40
1:00

INTRODUCTION AND OVERVIEW

FOCUS AREA #1:

George Wright Municipal Park
FOCUS AREA #2:

Green Meadows Park

11: 20 BREAK (refreshments)

IDEAS FOR SAFE ROUTES TO
PARKS

FOCUS AREA #3:
Lake Como Park and Mill Creek
Open Space

FOCUS AREA #4:
Sunnyside Park

RECAP
Adjourn



1 large rectangular (soccer, etc.)

1 football field

2 splash pads

2 300’ diamond

2 community garden plots

1 set of four batting cages

4 playgrounds

1 dog park/dog exercise area

1 skate park

4 skinny rectangles (bocce, horseshoes, etc.
4 Pickleball Courts

4 Basketball Courts

2 200’ diamond fields

4 tennis courts

2 Field Hockey

1 group picnic shelter (200-250 people)
+ 1 restroom

8 Eight picnic shelters

Master Parks Plan Workshop 3-12-22




School Design Workshops
4/13/22 Middle School & 4/28/22 High School
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Trails

Picnic w.

restrooms

Skate Park

/7 Amphi-

J

theater

Turf football
replace BB
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MS: Move diamond fields and replace
with pool, skate park, splash pad,
pool dog park and rectangular fields

48\ HS: Move football replacing 1
" diamond field (replace with
playgrounds, splash pads); add other
court sports around BB court




EZ:&&E‘."W%M Jr. Municipal Park:




Expanded Play Area

e Renovated All Ages and
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Group Picnic

* Large shelter with restrooms

and food prep for events
e Add outdoor BBQ and tables

Alternative 1: Fit new activities in to existing park

Town of Smyrna Master Parks. P\an_ ..
George C. Wright Jr. Municipal
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Alternative 2:
Reorganize

E“eds";g?g”f."\'yvmﬁght Jr. Municipal Park

Linear Skate Features Courtesy of Spohn Ranch
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View from Southern End of Park toward Basketball (Looking N)

Town of Smyrna Master Parks Plan

e
Green Meadows Park
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Batting
Cages

—_—

Green Meadows Park

Upg rde
Playground

Accessible

Playground

Community

Garden

: s Possible
8 Bike Racks Pickleball

Bocce
Shuffleboard

- —.;7\‘ .

Perimeter

path with
lighting




Town of Smyrna Master Parks Plan

Green Meadows Park

200wt



Expanded Play Area
* Renovated All Ages and
Abilities Playgrounds
* Swings

o Pavilion with table for shade

A Alternative 1: Fit new activities in to existing park

—— “*  Green Meadows Park



umty Garden

dy area with bench
plots

Relocate Play Area
* Renovated All Ages and
Abilities Playground
* Swings

o Pavilion with table for shade

Town of Smyrna Master Parks Plan Alte rn ative 2: Reo rga nize
Green Meadows Park



Lake Como and Mill Creek Parks: Existing Features



Beach with
small boats 4% o X
for rent : :

Dog Park on
gifted state
land

Expand and
Define
olelddlole

k.4 Lake Como and Mill Creek Parks: Existing Features



Dog Park at Town
Yard

Trail network/
natural area

3 Pl_ayg round /Court

sports near
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anMWMMI) ted Pathway (looking SW toward Vincent Court)
LR L S e——

Town ol Smyrna Masler Parks Plan
Sunny5|de Park: Existing Features




Flower Garden
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Pickleball /
Small Picnic Area

Vegetable
Garden

Large Picnic
Pavilion »
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6pen Field Area

(very passive, no
lines)

Ornamental
Gardens

Shaded trail with
benches, little

“pervious” ecge =mmmm— "‘"“'""’“"7';“6 7
. i rk: Existin A%
frees/shrubs/blg nyside Park g Features i
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Accessible

bathroom, locker
room, solar
panels?

Pergola, seating,

trees and shrubs

Bird feeders

&

-

Tennis Courts

Picnic Areas
Gazebo

Shaded trail with
benches




LANDSCAPE
ARCHITECTS FOR

THE DAY! NEXT STEPS

Develop and Refine Options

August/September Public Workshop

(format could be open house to give opinions
about options)

Develop and review draft plan




Anticipated Schedule Month |

a) Data Gathering and Community Questionnaire Jan-Feb 2022

Inventory Existing Parks
Conduct a community questionnaire

b) Vision + Goals | Public Meeting #1 March 12, 2022

|dentify issues/challenges, needs, and opportunities and facilitate Schools Outreach (April)
brainstorming on how to address them

¢) Needs Assessment | Preliminary Vision, Goals and Strategies May-June 2022

Conceptual level diagrams illustrating program and discuss needs and
opportunities for each park or group of parks

d) Preliminary Findings | Public Meeting #2 Aug or Sept/ 2022
Review needs and concepts for each park or park group Schools Outreach (Sept)

e) Safe Routes to Parks Aug or Sept/ 2022
Review pedestrian and bicycle access and connectivity to parks

f) Draft and Final Plan Fall 2022

Review and revise draft and final plans and submit to Town for Council
action.



SMALL SC OUTDOOR SPAC

EXAMPLES DIAGRAM DIMENSIONS
[NATURAL, UNPROGRAMMED)] S
OUTDOOR SPACE
varies
| PICNIC AREAW/ SHELTER
1,000 sq. ft. Avg. Size Shelter — 1,000 sq.ft.
(Floyd, 2015)
Group Picnic Area - 2,000 sq. ft
2,000sq ft. (200-250 people)
COURT SPORTS
% basketball basketball - 84x50ft

Tennis/Pickleball
tennis - 36x78ft/ allow 10ft between courts
- H pickleball - 20x44ft/ total playing area
‘ E 34x64ft
ke pickleball (USA Picdeball Association)
Volleybal

volleyball - 30x60ft/ add 20’ each side use
volleyball area

Racquetball/Handball/Practice Wa
’

racquetball/handball

racquetball 40x20x20ft (high)
]
(outdoor) 3 H
g 70x14'12 (high)
g (On Deck Sports)
i
BOCCE
H 13ftx 761t
(typical for recreational use)
(Ross, 2013)
| COMMUNITY GARDEN
3 3:
H Avg. size 35'x45'
3 (with 13 5'x10’ plots)
| DOG EXERCISE/AGILITY
EQUIPMENT

full size = 200x150’




—

g2
S

pickleball

tennis court




https://www.gophersport.
com/sports/baseball/
batting-cages-and-nets/

Bocce and Horseshoe courts — similar in
size (but longer) to a single batting cage




SMALL SCALE PRO.

BIKE PARK

30 acres shown
vanes

SPRAY PARK

PLAYGROUND

RESTROOMS

60-foct diameter shown
varies

vanes - 22.500 SF shown

150 x 225 feet shown
(2.6 acres)

350 sq ft. (small building with 2
bathrooms and storage closet)
v ez Comcam

~ LINEAR TRAIL PODS
EXERCISE/SKATE/REST

RESTROOMS

SMALL AMP!
(SEATS £100)

SHADE/SEATING/PERGOLA | i

“PAVILION WITH CATERINGAND | |

———

ubber Run Pack, AC

varies
OREGON STATE PARKS
varies
Accessible Exercise Station
v e
250 sqft
Aot Baarscm Compory
2400 SF SHOWN
3,000sq. ft




SMALL SC

BIKE PARK

30 acres shown
vanes

SPRAY PARK

PLAYGROUND

Powhatan Springs Skate Park, VA

60-foct diameter shown
varies

vanes - 22.500 SF shown

150 x 225 feet shown
(2.6 acres)

(33

RESTROOMS
. 350 sq fi. (small bullding with 2
Dmh’“i':!? ELY,'?OY;I‘Q.QIC‘OSQK)
| CLIMBING WAL
vanes
~ LINEAR TRAIL PODS
EXERCISE/SKATE/REST
vanes
SHADE/SEATING/PERGOLA | |
8 P A i
“PAVILION WITH CATERINGAND | |
RESTROOMS
2400 SF SHOWN
~ SMALL AMPHITHEATER
(SEATS £100)
= 3,000sq. &t




RECTANGULAR TURF OR
IRRIGATED GRASS FIELDS
(soccer, rugby, cricket, field
hockey, futsal, field hockey,

(Practice, non-scheduled)

. ultimate Frisbee)
|225x3600 (championship sizey m
30’ each side use area
Field Hockey
300x180Mt
(T Livvarty of Winacun, 20%8)
'RECTANGULAR GRASS FIELDS

two-three fields overlain
perpendicular to regulation sized field |

FOOTBALL

360x160ft plus setbacks

DIAMOND FIELDS
(Adult and teens)

300 radius home plate 1o outfield
fence

DIAMOND FIELDS
(youth)

200’ radius home piate 1o outfield
fence

Umanred choes
Yorin nuu Tire Soves Sarndurdy tor Landwcape Achiachae. 250 Ed M York. Mcraw-+4) Prtianng Company
Pwewr, J jnd ) Basetad e O 2 ey Rebrend Sapianter 23 7010 #om Usemal

10 U

a) 16, bom
n-».-m-rtom«-.rumh—uaoa—va om The Lireveruty of Mawos e

The Unwersty of
'S ot th &) o P Gt Rerarnd Octm 3 96 s U5, ottt e oo At comireio oere Smpg e

ADD NEW IDEAS HERE!







